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PoliHub’s Mission

To promote and support high-
tech and creative 
entrepreneurship.

To create synergy between 
university and markets

Become the main incubator and 
district in Italty for national and 
international high-tech and 
creative startups and young 
companies in a growth phase.



PoliHub
Startup District & Incubator

• Startup lifecycle support: from the idea to 
the market

• Direct access to the wide range of services and 
skills provided by Politecnico di Milano

• Strong link with the industrial sector

• Synergies with Politecnico di Milano 
consortia specialized in collaboration with 
large entrerprizes

• Part of the Startup District that Comune di 
Milano is developing in Bovisa area

• Partnerships with the main Venture 
Capital funds and Financial Institutes



PoliHub Startup District & Incubator – The Ecosystem



PoliHub in a Nutshell

http://d2h7e.s68.it/e/t?q=e%3dYE89Z%26y%3d1%26p%3dZD%26o%3d4eI2%26w%3dC7tc6nar_MdSR_Xn_rSxc_2h_MdSR_WswyR.3onDuud.D7_rSxc_2h63pnT-1oy_MdSR_Ws
http://d2h7e.s68.it/e/t?q=e%3dYE89Z%26y%3d1%26p%3dZD%26o%3d4eI2%26w%3dC7tc6nar_MdSR_Xn_rSxc_2h_MdSR_WswyR.3onDuud.D7_rSxc_2h63pnT-1oy_MdSR_Ws






PoliHub new building



FROM 
IDEA TO 

BUSINESS 
MODEL

Idea

FROM 
BUSINESS 
MODEL TO 
PRODUCT

Startup

FROM 
PRODUCT 

TO 
COMPANY

Company

Minimun
Viable Product

Product-
Market Fit

TUTORSHIP MENTORSHIP ADVISORY

- Consolidation of the 
entrpreneurial team

- Business model definition
- Prototyping and pivoting

- Support for F&F campagin
- Support for seed financing

- Identification & involvement of 
first customers

- Support the startup phase
- Market test
- Market alignment of business 

model & product/ service

- Support for seed financing
- Support for funding round(s)

- Support for funding round(s)

- Industrialization/ 
commercialization

- Consolidation organization & 
processes

- Expansion & 
internationalization

Startup Lifecyle: “from idea to company”



Mentors’ club
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ENTREPRENEURS

PROFESSIONALS / 
CONSULTANT 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS

TOP MANAGERs



Our Mentors

A. De Spirt

A. Ambeskovic

V. Lomele

L. Canepa

M. Corradino

G. Gerlotti

M. Giacobbe

F. Saviane
S. Calderano

A. Gemma

P. Marenco

F. De Vita

P. Marzario

C. Pariani

G. Gaioni

S. Nicolodi

F. Violante R. Perrone

M. Salvadori

C. Burberi

S. Marzola

M. Warras

L. Sereni

F. Leone

M. Viti

L. Apriletti

F. Bianchini

L. Craveri

A. MarucaP. Perillo



Scouting Activities
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PROACTIVE APPROACH: organizing call for ideas, hackathon, in most cases vertically 
focused on specific areas (es. Fin-tech, clean technologies, social innovation, etc.), 
involving stakeholders and corporates.

SPONTANEOUS APPROACH:  Organizing events and initiatives aimed at raising innovation 
and entrepreneurship awareness and consequently at stimulating spontaneous 
applications of entrepreneurial projects.   

Scouting process
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We support the development of advanced prototypes for next-

generation high-impact technologies and products.

 Addressed to Idea/project/ young startup that has NOT received

funding from VCs, BAs nor crowdfunding

 Training and 2 months tutoring for 10 best business ideas

 Free acceleration program with facilitated access possibilities to

Polimi laboratories and seed investor network

WHO and WHAT are we looking for?
• Who

– Teams and/ or persons that have an idea and can’t wait to realize it

– Willing to dedicate time (full commitment)

– Willing to risk

• What

– Significant impact technology/ design innovations (polimi tech)

– High market potential 



S2P Track Record



S2P Track Record
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StudentsHub is a cultural project
addressed to POLIMI students to 

raise awareness on entrepreneurial
culture and arming them with 

fundamental know-hows.

ORGANIZATION BY IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

WWW.STUDENTSHUB.IT

StudentsHub
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StudentsHub



Our Startups

Key Success Stories of Past Startups Key Current Startups

Acquired by BMC Software

Merged with Carrick Bend Company

Acquired by Lutech Group

Strategic Global Partnership with US Corp. 
MGC Diagnostics 

Global sales 2013 (Sony, Intel, Stanford, UCLA 
etc)

Most crowdfunded project in Europe 
(Indiegogo, $590K)

Collected $6 million by VCs

Collected €500k by BAs (current clients: 
McDonalds, Accenture, Zara)

Collected €250k by 1 BA (First Client: Italian 
Football Federation (FIGC))

Collaboration with a major multinational 
tech corporation 

First PoliHub project on Indiegogo – Italian 
record ($137k)

Negotiations ongoing with major 
telecommunications operator



Example: Empatica

www.empatica.com

Simone Tognetti

PhD Bioengineering at Polimi

Matteo Lai

Architect and ASP alumnus at Polimi

Maurizio Garbarino

PhD Bioengineering at Polimi

Technology push + design driven = EMBRACE

2010 - proof of concept

Incubated in PoliHub

2013 – 1° product

2015 - EMBRACE
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http://www.fluidmesh.com


Fabio Violante, Paolo Cremonesi
Paolo Bozzola

Focus: Capacity Planning

 2001 – Incorporated & Incubated

 2010 – Acquired by BMC Software-US

 2013 – Mòviri delivers at global level a 

new proprietary recommendation 

engine platform for web-tv



Jacopo Vanetti,  Giuseppe Saponaro

Focus: mobile POS

 2012 – Incorporated & Incubated

 2013 – Collected $6 million by VCs

 2014 – Global go to market



Andrea De Spirt, Lorenzo Mecocci, Pietro Straquadanio

The first web-based tool that 

uses the geographical location of 

the professional curricula.

Founded in 2012 and entered PoliHub in 

November 2012

More than 1M€ collected from angel 

investors

McDonalds, Accenture, ZARA, NhHotels

www.jobyourlife.com



Focus: 3D Fabricator & Scanner for social net

 2013 – Incorporated & Incubated

 2013 – collected $590,000 on Indiegogo

(best European performer ever)

 2014 – first product delivery
Marco Rizzuto, Giovanni Grieco



Tommaso Finadri, Vittorio Haendler, Lucio Pinzoni

Focus: Professional fitness training 

performance improvement

 2013 – Incorporated & Incubated

 2013 – Intellectual property

 2013 – Financed by Business Angels

 2014 – Official training technology of 

Italian Team @ FIFA World Cup 

2014



PoliHub StartUp District & Incubator

Via Durando, 38/A – 39

Campus Bovisa, 20158 Milano

www.polihub.it

www.facebook.com/Polihub

@PoliHub

info@polihub.it

Domenico Pannofino

StartUp Tutor & Project Manager

domenico.pannofino@polihub.it

@dpannofino

Contacts

mailto:info@polihub.it
mailto:domenico.pannofino@polihub.it

